
 
 

Hello, 
How are all of you in Canada? I hope all is well and that everyone survived the tropical storm! I 
am trying to keep in touch with what goes on at home but it is a little difficult! As for news in 
Estonia the big headliner is about joining the European Union. Voting ended on September 14 
and the result was Jah! for the EU. I think that a lot of people here are ready for a change 
and to be noticed more. 
As for my life in Estonia I have worked out the problems that came my way and am rolling 

right along. The housing situation has been solved. When I arrived I had expected to live in Tallinn, I understood that they 
had a summer flat in Parnu (in southern Estonia) and that the first two weeks would be there. After being in Parnu for the 
beginning of summer the family had decided that the mother and two little girls would stay in Parnu all year and Tonu, my 
host father, would work in Tallinn during the week and on weekends come home. I had really been looking forward to living in 
the City and going to the humanitarian school. I asked if there was anything that could be done so that I could stay in Tallinn. 
The family and I had a talk and agreed that I would stay in Parnu for the first half of the year and then go to Tallinn in 
January.  
So now I am in Parnu until otherwise told. I have my own apartment because the family did not have a room for me but I stay 
over there with them for a lot of my time. I have started school and Estonian lessons. The language is difficult and has lots 
of rules and exceptions but everyone is willing to help me. I have to keep telling them to talk in Estonian because they all 
want to improve their  English! I have a cell phone and have given the number to Lucine if you need to contact me or e-mail is 
available to me in school and inTallinn at the home. 
I am having a good time, I was a little stressed at the beginning with the change of homes and school but have settled down 
and starting to get into the swing of things. I have done many things including numerous concerts from Botticeli to Robert 
Plant to an Estonian jazz singer. I have been to Yugoslavia, Croatia and Bulgaria which was amazing and a major learning ex-
perience. I have met the entire family and there are a lot of them! Now I am relaxing and awaiting my next adventure. On 
October 11th my district(1420)is going to have a Helsinki day, I will be going over on the 10th and staying with the other two 
girls in Estonia. 
I am not sure what else to tell you but if you have any questions please write to 
me and I will do my best to answer 
them. 
Trying to represent Canada 
Caitlin O'Neill 
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Our guest 
speaker was 
Karen Mat-

thews. Karen is the Norfolk 
County Fair Manager. She started at the 

fair in 2002. She is currently working 
16 hours a day. She spent last year getting up to speed. Eve-

rything is built on the Culver family effort and enthusiasm. The President of the Fair says they have a new 
deal. The environment is ripe for a change. Last year 110,000 people came to the fair. 
This year the fair has been busy building partnerships. The first one that Karen mentioned is with the BIA, 
who is taking a booth and providing a coupon book (with savings from the Downtown area) for those that 
are participating in the Passport to Agriculture. Annex Publishing is printing the Passport to Agriculture. The 
idea is to find all of the different exhibits and get it stamped at each location. People that participate be-
tween Wednesday and Monday may get a coupon book.  The Simcoe Town Centre is setting up a kiosk 
again this year to sell advance passes for the rides. They are advertising this on 106.7 radio station. 
Clark Hoskins who is the Manager of Tourism and Economic Development is providing the County’s Tour-
ism Line; an 800 line for advance passes as well. The fair has set up a Website. They are also advertising 
the little gems that are happening that people may not be aware of, i.e. three generations of sheep shear-
ing. There will be advertisements in the Simcoe Reformer, London Free Press, Hamilton Spectator, and 
Kitchener Waterloo Record and 375,000 brochures have be printed and distributed. You will hear ads on 
the radio station. The Ontario Government has helped with this initiative by giving the fair $10,000.00. Part 

(Continued on page 3) 

Hi Rotarians of the Norfolk Sunrise Club and Stanley. I have realized that you folk in Canada are really laid 
back and hence in future I am doing my own e-mails. Well where do I begin? Thanks for the photos after 
your last visit and a real thank you to Stanley. He looks a magnificent bird. Because the "old man" here has-
n't got a digital camera I have had to send a picture of me hard at work via your very worthy President Keith 
Jones. Well we got Mr. Harvey installed into the President's chair (I did wonder with the Weight he is put-
ting on if he would make it). I attended the ceremony but was left in a corner and had great difficulty seeing 
what was really going on. 
The Welshpool Rotarians eye me very strangely and I really have to keep clear of Kurt because although he 
has a fine Jaguar car I don't like being shut In the trunk (boot for the people in the UK-just shows how in-
ternational I am). But the real highlight of the year has been the visit of your President and his lady, John 
Race and their friend James Heasman. Of course, as usual, I was band from going to the evening meeting 
(something about it not being very seemly to have a penguin present -I ask you) BUT I did get to the lunch 
today. The warmth shown by the Canadian Rotarians towards me is so wonderfully pleasing after the cold 
and indifferent looks I get from those of the Welshpool Club. But then like all good Rotarians I shall keep 
pushing the Fellowship. I can tell you, in case no one else does, Welshpool were really overjoyed with the 
visit by Keith, Helen, John and James. Great fellowship between the clubs which grows stronger all the time. 
Now Stanley what say you and I form our own Penguin Rotary Club. At present many of my friends here in 
Oak Cottage are still in boxes but Mr. Harvey tells me that work is soon to commence on a proper home for 
them so between you Stanley and all your friends and me and mine I really think we can show those humans 
a thing or two. Well I must sign off now because I am going to the USA tomorrow and then Canada. Sadly 
not to your area but I think (but perhaps they don't want me to know yet) that I will be coming back next 
Spring to the USA and a visit to Simcoe is on the cards. 
Best wishes to you all 
 
Nelson. 
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of their Marketing Program is to find the two people (children at the time) that were in a photograph that 
was taken a long time ago and printed in a newspaper. 
This year they are offering entertainment at the Recreation Centre, a safe place for children to play, a 
snake display (you can even touch a snake if you want to), and a Mad Science Display. There will be dem-
onstrations Wed., Thurs., and Friday, at the Skate Board Park, with a competition on Saturday. The Grand-
stand shows are included in your admission to the fair, but you can purchase number seating, right up 
and personal for $8.00 to see Lighthouse and $25.00 to see Blue Rodeo. This year in the Bandshell area 
there will be more picnic tables, a Canadian World of Miniatures Trailer, “Bandaloni”, and a juggler. 
Karen has all sorts of plans for the future, which includes getting organizations to use the buildings more, 
and increasing the washroom facilities at the Aud. Karen may be back to ask for donations for the “Flush 
Fund”. On November 21, 2003 the fair will be having a cocktail party to show the community what the 
Aud can look like to generate interest in using it for events. It will be decorated for the Fall Fest that will be 
happening the next night.. 
Karen has asked for our help during the fair. She needs recruits to sell 50/50 tickets in the grand stand and 
the information center. You get a free ticket and she buys you dinner. I hope you like hot dogs or maybe 
you will get $5 in Fair Bucks to spend instead. Karen thanked us for supporting the Agricultural Awareness 
Program for the grade fours, and hopes that we continue to support it this year. 
Karen had a quiz at the end of her presentation and gave out Fair Passes to the winners (of course they 
still have to pay the $4.00 for parking). 

(Continued from page 2-Karen Matthews) 

From: “Sam BerMonserrat” bermonserrat@hotmail.com 
Subject: hi from Belgium…….miss Canada!!! 
 
hi everybody,  
 
it’s been a while I didn’t email you ...my Canadian friends...I miss you so much even if the 
weather up here is going crazy......because it’s not raining and it’s full of sunshine....I can’t 
believe it!!!!  
 
Thanks to that, I do a few of biking and drinking beer with my friends...eheheeheh you 
can see that the 4'D of the rotary aren’t with me anymore...eheehehehhe ;)  
 
otherwise, I’m studying a lot for university because I’m doing a few of refresh brain sub-
ject everyday in Liege (the town where is my university)....so hard but I need to do it if I 
want to come live in Canada in 6 years ...money, money, money..ohh yeah dude , I need it!!!!  
 
by the way, today I did some pancakes for my family , they didn’t what it was!!!! crazy Bel-
gian family ....  
 
I will come for sure in Canada in 2 years with 2 of my great 
friends...so be ready guys because after terminator in Holly-
wood ....there are coming back ....belgianator in Waterford!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ehehe-
heeheh  
 
if you have any questions to ask me ...no problem let me know  
 
I miss you guys and take it easy .....hugs  
 
Sam, the Belgian man.  
 
ps: drink a Tim Horton's for me guys! ;)  


